	What Counts Most with College Admissions Directors

	
	Degree of Importance

	
	Considerable
	Moderate
	Limited

	Grades in College Prep Courses
	80%
	10%
	7%

	Admission Test Scores
	47%
	38%
	9%

	Grades in All Subjects
	41%
	40%
	14%

	Class Rank
	39%
	33%
	19%

	Essay/Writing Sample
	21%
	34%
	24%

	Counselor Recommendation
	19%
	48%
	23%

	Teacher Recommendation
	18%
	46%
	23%

	Interview
	15%
	30%
	34%

	Work/Extra Curricular Activities
	7%
	35%
	40%

	Ability to Pay
	3%
	7%
	16%

	Personal Recognition Programs
	1%
	12%
	41%


· Keep in mind that colleges have other priorities that impact student admission such as: students of color, geographical mix, talent mix, athletes, diversity of student body.

· A total SAT I score of 1010 to 1140 is a match for approximately 90% of all four-year colleges.  National SAT average in 1999 was 1016.

· A total ACT score of 12 – 23 is a match for approximately 90% of four-year colleges.  National ACT average for 2000 was 21.0.

· Many colleges require a minimum of two SAT II: Subject Tests (formerly called Achievement Tests), with one being the Writing Test.  Others are offered in Literature, Math, Social Studies, Science and Languages.

Source:  Parents College Advisor 2001, The Education Network, Inc., Wayland, MA. 2000.

